Commercial Support Policy 
Outline the process for assuring all Category 1 activities are free of commercial influence.

PROCEDURE:

1.
Activities and speakers prompted by commercial companies will not be arranged. 

2.
CME Coordinator will ask for papers from each faculty member to review the content of the presentation to be sure they are in compliance with ACCME guidelines relative to balance and fair treatment of all drug information delivered.

3.
CME Coordinator speaks directly with each confirmed faculty member about the guidelines and his/her responsibility to follow them.

4.
CME Coordinator will send form "Faculty Disclosure of Commercial Support" for signature and return and "ACCME Commercial Support Guidelines" to all faculty members (even if there is no commercial support involved).   CME Coordinator will highlight  and ask the faculty member to comply with the following three areas in guidelines for compliance:

A. Generic and Trade Names (all drugs treated the same)

B. Reporting Scientific Research (be disclosed to audience)

C. Unlabeled Uses of Products (be disclosed to audience)
5.
Commercial support for activities will be asked for by the CME Coordinator after having confirmed a speaker chosen by the CME Planning Committee or the CME Coordinator.

6.
Commercial grants shall be made payable to the provider, never to the faculty.  The provider will negotiate all payment arrangements and be responsible for all expenses, honoraria, etc. to the faculty.

7.
CME Coordinator will enter into and sign a "Letter of Agreement" (agreeing to follow all ACCME Commercial Support Guidelines) with each commercial company involved in issuing a financial grant.

8.
No more than two (2) commercial representatives from one company will be allowed to be present at the time of the meeting.

9.
Commercial representatives will not be allowed to display or distribute sales material in the meeting area.  If displays are allowed, they will not be part of the obligate pathway or in areas physicians have to go such as registration, meeting room, etc.

10.
Publicity for the conference will include statements that the conference has been partially underwritten by a commercial company and the company name will be mentioned.

11. At the time of the meeting, there will be a full disclosure either verbally or in writing of each company providing a grant and of any and all financial interests listed by faculty members.

12. The Pharmacist in the audience or one designated physician will complete a Pharmacy Evaluation form asking if the presentation was free of bias, and treated the discussion of drugs fair, balanced and accurate.

13. The CME Committee will review the Pharmacy Evaluation form and if bias has been determined the faculty will be made aware of it either verbally or in writing.

